Review of Alex Garland’s

The Beach

The beach is the first novel written by Alex Garland. The story takes place deep in Vietnam mostly on a small little island, which is called ‘The Beach’. The Beach is rumored, by many travelers to be an Eden where you can relax and be unaffected by all the things that happens in the world. Everybody “knows” that this place do exist, but none knows it’s exact place, and since there are lots of small islands that tourists are not supposed to be on, there is a small chance that one would actually find the place.

  The main character is Richard, a young English man who broke up with his home country when his girlfriend broke up with him. He decides to go travel and happens to end up in a hotel somewhere in Vietnam. In the room next to Richard, Daffy decides to commit suicide but first, he draws a detailed map for Richard where it’s shown how to reach The Beach.

 Richard meets a young French couple in the same hotel, and starts to talk about them. Étienne the youngling from France have also heard of the beach and wants, together with his girlfriend Franqoise, go with Richard to this mysterious island. 

  With the story being as it is, there is not a single main-conflict, I would rather call them small conflicts who seems important just for the moment. Very early in the book when the youths first arrives to the beach, they realize that the island is divided into two fractions. On the one side, we found this gorgeous beach where everyone is happy. But on the other side, there are dope farmers who are very aggressive and do not like intruders on the island.

  There is of course a lot of dope-talk in the book. We learn that all the persons on the beach are sort of addicted to smoking joints and so on. 

All things that are described in the book, from how the beach looks like, what weather there is, how different persons looks like to how ugly the smell is and how scared he is, is written in the first person view. We get to know how Richard feels about persons, how Richard thinks about the beach and how he tag along with the persons that we get to know. Mostly, the book is written in the time of present, but sometimes we are transported from the present time to how he feels now afterwards when he is looking back at that time.

 There are not much in the book that makes us able to actually get to know any person except the main character. We are told nothing about their backgrounds and almost as less about how they look and feels. There are almost no person-descriptions and there is very hard to get a view of how the surrounding looks. Throughout the book, I sat trying to make an image of how the beach actually looked. I found the task very difficult because I had nothing that I could relieve on from the book.

  Even if I have criticized this book for a long time I found it extremely good. I can not actually put my finger on just why I loved this book. I guess it must have something to do with the unique idea and how the book keeps getting all those unexpected switches.

  Throughout the book there is action and even more action. And the thing that is so good about it, is that you can not actually imagine to what is going to happen. 

The end of the book is even more unimaginable as the rest of things are; I remember how shocked I became when the things turned out the way they came.

To come to an end, I decide to give the book my final grades. The Beach, written by Alex Garland lands on a total marks of 8out of 10 and is a book that I really advise everyone to read.
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